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Dear All 
We hope that everyone had some time to relax over 
the half term holiday.  Once again the school          
remained open for keyworker children/children from 

vulnerable families, with staff volunteering to work.   
We are now preparing to open the school to the year groups the 
DfE have decided should be prioritised: Reception, Year 1 and 
Year 6.   From Monday 8th June our Year 1 pupils will come back, 
followed a week later by reception and then Year 6.  We are all 
getting used to a ‘new normal’ and completely understand that 
parents need to make the decision, whether or not to send their 
child back to school, based on their own family circumstances.  
Included in our plans for the wider opening of the school is a 
continuation of the home learning that has been offered to date.  
We feel that it is important to provide on-going support for all of 
our children, not just those returning to school.  This has meant 
that for now we are offering mornings only for our Reception 
and Year 1 pupils so that the teachers can continue to              
communicate via Tapestry and the year group emails and set 
home-learning.   
As our pupils continue to use on-line resources we would like to 
remind parents to check their internet settings and monitor their 
children’s access, as however careful we are with our on-line 
links it is always possible for children to click on something that 
takes them in a different direction to what we might be             
expecting.   
We would like to take this opportunity to once again thank all of 
our families for being so supportive in these challenging times.  
We have had some fantastic messages and delicious treats arrive 
in school; including an enormous pile of chocolates from one 
family!  The children had written to Tescos to say how hard the 
staff were working and the company donated boxes of                  
chocolates for everyone who was working during lock-down.  
They were really appreciated! 
The PTA refuse to be defeated by the current situation and have 
organised an on-line quiz for Friday night.  Please check out the 
poster later in this newsletter for details about how you can join 
in this fun event. 
We still miss you all.  Please make sure you stay safe. 

Julia Sherlock (Headteacher) 
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Congratulations to our                        
 

Stars of the Week  
    

We are celebrating achievements at home and 
in school. You can see why the children have 
been given their awards on the different year 

group pages. 

 

Home 

Learning 

   

EYFS Ivie Finlay  

Year 1 Jake Max  

Year 2 Maya Tabitha  

Year 3 Xander Dexter  

Year 4 Hanifa Malachi  

Year 5 Darcy Arynn  

Year 6 Asher Emma  

In school    

Turtle Kush   

Starfish Caleb   

Dolphin Oscar   

Jellyfish Lola   

Octopus Ava   

Whale Mia   

    

FSM Eligibility 

If your family circumstances have changed and you feel you may now be entitled to 

Free School Meals please contact the school office or our link worker, Mrs Angie 

Thompson, and we can help you complete an application form.  Please note this is not 

the same as the universal infant free school meals (UIFSM) for children in Early Years 

and KS1. 

Applications are being processed really quickly at the moment.  In addition to the meal 

entitlement,  a successful application also means additional funding is given to the 

school. 



Wider Opening of Schools 
 

The government has announced its plans for the second phase of coming out of lockdown, which includes opening schools 
for  children in three year groups: Reception, Year 1 and Year 6.  Parents and carers who have children in these classes are 
being asked to complete short questionnaires to indicate whether they plan to send their children back to school.  We are 
very aware that this is not a straightforward choice, particularly as the situation is changing on a daily basis, but it is               
important we know how many children to expect so that we can prepare the different learning spaces and allocate staff 
appropriately.  

We have already heard from some parents that they would prefer to keep their children at home until September so we 
would like to reassure families that this is their choice - fines will not be issued for non-attendance.  

Other parents have asked how we will maintain social distancing. The government guidance has made it clear that          
younger children cannot be expected to remain 2 metres apart (more information is available in four key documents  
available on-line from the DfE, including one specifically for parents and carers: Opening schools and educational settings 
to more pupils from 1 June: guidance for parents and carers). Where social distancing is not possible the DfE have cited a 
range of effective infection and control measures for schools to adhere to, these include: 

• minimising contact with individuals who are unwell by ensuring that those who have 
coronavirus symptoms, or who have someone in their household who does, do not attend 
childcare settings, schools or colleges 

• cleaning hands more often than usual - wash hands thoroughly for 20 seconds with    
running water and soap and dry them thoroughly or use alcohol hand rub or sanitiser    
ensuring that all parts of the hands are covered 

• ensuring good respiratory hygiene by promoting the ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ approach 

• cleaning frequently touched surfaces often using standard products, such as detergents 
and bleach 

• minimising contact and mixing by altering, as much as possible, the environment (such 
as classroom layout) and timetables (such as staggered break times) 

 

It also states that it is still important to reduce contact between people as much as possible, 
and we can achieve that and reduce transmission risk by ensuring children, young people and 
staff where possible, only mix in a small, consistent group and that small group stays away 
from other people and groups.  

Public Health England (PHE) is clear that if early years settings, schools and colleges do this, 
and crucially if they are also applying regular hand cleaning, hygiene and cleaning measures 
and handling potential cases of the virus as per the advice, then the risk of transmission will 
be lowered. 

Additionally, the DfE is proposing that children will be allocated to a group of up to 15, with their own teaching team, and 
be based as much as possible in one room (not necessarily their own).  The staff will then endeavour to ensure the groups 
or ‘bubbles’ do not mix by monitoring movement around school and staggering breaks and lunchtimes.  Outdoor play          
equipment will not be used unless it can be cleaned between use and all indoor  resources, which are difficult to clean, 
will need to be removed from classrooms and stored, where there is space to do so.    Stationery will be allocated          
individually, where possible, or cleaned between use. Before and after touching pupils’ books staff will be required to 
wash their hands.  Wearing a face covering or mask in schools is not recommended.  

There will also be clear instructions for parents around procedures for dropping children off and picking them up as the 
advice is to do this away from the classroom doors.  

More guidance continues to be provided from the DfE, West Sussex Local Authority and our Academy Trust, which is why 
we keep adapting our plans as we prepare for the wider opening. 

If anyone has any queries about this please keep emailing the school for clarification.  We are very keen to work with you 
all to ensure your children, yourselves and our staff stay safe. 



Picture News 
This is a resource that you can find in the Home Learning  section of our website.  Each week we share news items that 

you may wish to explore with your child.  The articles and activities are 

all designed for primary aged children but, as some of the activities 

are key stage     appropriate , you might want to check them before 

using them with your child.   

This is particularly the case for Years 5 and 6 this week ,where             

resources have been shared which are linked to the current situation 

in  America around equality and particularly the Black Lives Matter           

movement. 

We feel that it is important our pupils understand what is happening 

in the world but also understand that parents know their children best 

and will want to decide what issues they explore. 

Eastbrook Hampers 
 
 

Two weeks ago we asked people to let us know if they would like a food hamper or if they would like to nominate another 
family for one.  We are aware that the situation for everyone at the moment is difficult, we are also aware that it is even 
more challenging for families who have been adversely affected by Covid-19. The hampers are our small way of saying we 
are thinking about you and we care. 
 
So far we have delivered 10 hampers but we have so much more to give, if you can think of anyone who would appreciate 
a gift of this kind please tell us.   
 
We know that the food banks are doing a great job and the government is giving out supermarket vouchers for families     
entitled to Free School Meals, but our hampers are more about letting people know they are part of our family. The funds 
have come from staff and a particular parent who decided to fundraise for his birthday rather than ask for any presents! 
  
If you would like a hamper, or know someone who might, please email Mrs Angela Thompson, our family support worker 
(athompson1@eastbrook.w-sussex.sch.uk) or Mrs Julia Sherlock (head@eastbrook.w-sussex.sch.uk). 
 
We will arrange for a food hamper to be delivered to you or you will be able to make an appointment with Mrs Thompson or 
Mrs Sherlock to come to the school and collect it. We understand that accepting support might be difficult, but we want to 
reassure you that we will manage this sensitively and confidentially.  
 
Thank you to the people who have already nominated a family to receive a hamper.  The reasons for the nominations have 
varied, including sending one to say thank you to a family which has helped out another family in these challenging times. If 
you know anyone who might appreciate the gesture please let the school office or Mrs Angie Thompson know, via the      
email address given above. 

Additional Home Learning Ideas 

In addition to the Year group pages there are several sections of the Home learning page on our website which 

provide additional activities which we hope you will enjoy exploring.  These include:  

Weather and Climate - from the Met Office 

Maths and football fun - from Albion in the Community 

Practical First Aid - from The Red Cross 

Food based activities - from the bakers Warburton 

In addition there are links to the Wordfest poetry competition covered in this newsletter and the  

Specsavers ‘Virtual’ Sussex School Games 2020 which is also featured later in the newsletter.   

On the home page you will also find a link to the staff’s latest video message for all of our children and links to 

other on-line learning platforms such as Oak Academy and BBC Bitesize. 

mailto:athompson1@eastbrook.w-sussex.sch.uk
mailto:head@eastbrook.w-sussex.sch.uk




On-line Poetry Competition 

 

Shoreham Wordfest, supported by Adur District Council, are offering KS2 children at Eastbrook the                 
opportunity to take part in an Online Schools’ Poetry Project. The theme for these online poetry workshops 
is 'Lines from the Lockdown', a response to the current, very unusual situation which children and their 
families are experiencing. 

Children can access the workshops, watch lots of different poetry videos and get helpful hints on writing 
their own poem on the Rap'n'Rhyme website here: https://www.rapnrhymers.com/poems-for-our-
time.html  

You will also find some resources at the bottom of this page to help you generate some ideas for your        
poem. 

If children have written a poem, they can submit it to the Wordfest Schools’ Poetry Project Team by 30th 
June to be entered into a competition. 9 winning entries from participating school will be chosen to be          
featured in a 'Lines from the Lockdown' poetry book! 

https://www.rapnrhymers.com/poems-for-our-time.html
https://www.rapnrhymers.com/poems-for-our-time.html


Competition Time! 
Eastbrook have teamed up with Active Sussex & Southern Area sport to get involved with 
the Specsavers ‘Virtual’ Sussex School Games 2020 which launched on Monday 27 April. 

This is a series of sport-based challenges, run online throughout the summer term, giving you the op-
portunity to represent our school, and compete to be crowned Sussex champions! Children can take 
part from home, or school, and the competition will be adaptable to suit the appropriate environment 
through these uncertain times. For more details see the home learning section of our website or the 
last Newsltter.  Below you will find the results as they stand at the moment. 



EYFS Page 

Into the Woods and Europe 

Hello Team EYFS! 

We hope you had a fabulous May Half Term  with your family and enjoyed the wonderful warm weather that we had.  

What an amazing finish we had to our Animal Kingdom project! The topic was ‘Into the woods’ and it was just wonderful to see you 

learning and finding out about different animals which we may often see on a walk through the woods. The project really enabled you 

to get creative and we saw some incredible pieces of art work and writing. Our newest project is ‘Our World’ and we started it off with 

‘Europe’ this week. We have loved seeing all the ways you can be creative with flags, traditional foods and fact-finding! We particularly 

enjoyed listening to some of your videos where you are having a super try at speaking in another language too! You just amaze us 

every single day! We look forward to seeing more of your fantastic home learning with our new project ‘Our World’. 

Our two stars of the week are: Ivie (REB) for her enthusiasm and excitement to all of our activities and challenges. We love seeing how excited and motivated she is 

to learn. Finlay (RMP) for his incredible perseverance and effort. He has worked very hard with his writing and we love reading it and seeing his progress. 

 Congratulations to our Stars of the Week!  



Year 1 Page 

Hello Year 1! 

Thank you again for continuing to support learning in different ways. We hope that you had a restful half 

term and feel refreshed and ready for Summer 2! As always we have loved seeing what you have been up 

to and the creative ways you have tackled the learning tasks. Thank you for all your support and photo-

graphs—see a selection below! 

Our two stars of the week are:   

Jake (1MS) - for all the excellent learning you have produced at home. You have completed a range of 

tasks and it’s so nice to see the progress you have made. We were particularly impressed with your Lego 

Eiffel Tower! Well done Jake! 

Max  (1AT) - for amazing work and presenting your learning in lots of interesting ways (David Attenbor-

ough watch out!) Also for reading longer chapter books on your own! You are a superstar! 

Please keep sending your work in via our year group email: Year1@eastbrook.w-sussex.sch.uk or drop it 

into school when you are exercising. 

Into the Woods and Europe 



Year 2 Page 

Into the Woods and Europe 

Hello Year 2, 

We hope you enjoyed the sunny half-term break!  The standard of the pupils’ home learning continues to be 

excellent and we have been so impressed with all your hard work.  Before half-term, we finished with the 

theme ‘Into the Woods’ and this week we have begun our new theme of ‘Our World’, starting with Europe.  

Our two stars of the week are:   

Maya M from 2KB for a consistently high standard of home learning and her excellent ‘Poem of the Deer’. 

Tabitha J from 2SJ also for her consistently high standard of home learning and for reading an incredible 102 

books since the Easter holidays! (see photo below) 

Please keep sending your work in via our year group email: Year2@eastbrook.w-sussex.sch.uk or drop it into 

school when you are exercising. 



Year 3 Page 

Hello Year 3! We’ve really enjoyed seeing all your fantastic work that you have sent in over the last two weeks.  

Our last two topics Into the Woods and Europe have given lots of opportunities to be creative and helped us 

to think about the world .  Don’t forget to visit the pop-up library at school to swap some books if you can! 

Make sure you all stay safe and hopefully we will see you all soon. 

Our two stars of the week are:   

Xander (3LS)- for the amount of effort you are putting into all of your fantastic learning. 

Dexter (3JB)- for your detailed report on how your plants were growing and for working so hard at home. 

Please keep sending your work in via our year group email: Year3@eastbrook.w-sussex.sch.uk or drop it into 

Into the Woods and Europe  



Year 4 Page 

Into the Woods and Europe 

Hello Year 4, 

We hope you had a lovely half-term break and were able to enjoy all the sunshine.  Again, the stand-

ard of the pupils’ home learning has been terrific and we have been so impressed with all your superb 

efforts.  Before half-term, we finished with the theme ‘Into the Woods’ and this week we have begun 

our new theme of ‘Our World’, starting with Europe.  

Our two stars of the week are:  

Hanifa  4KL - for a brilliantly written playscript and accurate division work in maths 

Malachi 4FM - for excellent geography work about Europe 

Please keep sending your work in via our year group email: Year4@eastbrook.w-sussex.sch.uk or 

drop it into school when you are exercising. 



Year 5 Page 

Hello Year 5! 

Thank you for all of your hard work just before the half-term holiday and this week. You are con-

tinuing to amaze us with your effort and creativity in your home learning. We have been particu-

larly impressed with your artwork - some incredible creations! 

Please keep sending your work in via our year group email: year5@eastbrook.w-sussex.sch.uk or 

drop it into school when you are exercising. 

Our two stars of the week are: Darcy for the curiosity and creativity he has shown in all of his 

home learning; and Arynn for the incredible effort she puts in every single day! 

Woodland Animals and Europe 



Year 6 Page 

Hello Year 6 

We hope you had a restful half term and enjoyed the sunshine! Thank you for continuing to work 

so hard in these challenging times -  we really enjoy seeing your work each week. All the teachers 

in Year Six are very excited that we may get to see your faces again in school at some point soon. 

Our two stars of the week are Asher and Emma for consistently sending work into school each 

week. We loved your SpaG poster and tiger drawing (See below!) 

Please keep sending your work in via our year group email: Year6@eastbrook.w-sussex.sch.uk or 

drop it into school when you are exercising. 

Woodland Animals and Europe 



School Page 

Hello everyone who has been in school 

We have welcomed more children back into school this half-term.  They have all taken to their 

’Bubbles’ brilliantly and have already begun to produce fantastic work. The sun has also continued to 

shine so there has been plenty of opportunity to be outside, making use of the school grounds. 

Teachers have awarded a Star of the Week to a pupil in each ‘Bubble’ as follows: 

Turtle Bubble:  Kush - REB  Dolphin Bubble: Oscar - 2SJ  Octopus Bubble: Ava - 2SJ 

Starfish Bubble: Caleb - 1AT  Jellyfish Bubble: Lola - 3JB  Whale Bubble: Mia - 6HS 

Half-term Fun, Into the Woods and Europe  



                 Term Dates 2020/21 

 Autumn Term 

Thursday 3rd September until Friday 18th December 2020 

School will be closed Thursday 3rd and Friday 4th September for INSET 

Monday 7th September first day for pupils 

Half Term Monday 26th October until Friday 30th October 

School will be closed on Friday 27th November for INSET 

Last Day of Term Friday 18th December 

Spring Term 

Monday 4th January until Thursday 1st April 2021 

School will be closed on Monday 4th January for INSET  

Half Term Monday 15th February until Friday 19th February 

Last Day of Term Thursday 1st April 

Summer Term 

Monday 19th April until Friday 23rd  July 2021 

School will be closed on Monday 19th April for INSET 

School will be closed on Friday 23rd July for INSET  

Half Term Monday 31st May until Friday 4th June 

Last Day of Term for pupils Thursday 22nd July  

Please note that INSET dates are subject to change. 

Please note that             

Reception Pupils have an 

individualised induction 

programme which will be 

available separately. 

Mrs Julia Sherlock, Headteacher,   

Eastbrook Primary Academy,  Manor Hall Road, Southwick   

Tel :01273 874050                

Email: office@eastbrook.w-sussex.sch.uk               Website: www.eastbrook.w-sussex.sch.uk 


